
Congratulations! The Campaign for the new 

Sparta Emergency Department surpasses $1 

million!  

Summerôs here and the temperature is rising ï at 

least on the ñItôs Essential!ò campaign 

thermometers seen along Sparta roadways! 

The $1.6 million ñItôs Essential!ò fundraising 

campaign was launched March 30 by Franciscan 

Skemp. The fund drive will assist in outfitting the 

new Sparta Emergency Department.  The rising 

temperature on the thermometers coincides with the 

progress of the campaign. 

Visits to the Sparta emergency department have 

increased 42% since 2001 and continue to rise.  

Constructed in 1963 to handle 1500 patient visits 

annually, the department recorded 8671 visits last 

year ï a number roughly equal to the population of 

Sparta.  Wisconsin Hospital Association statistics 

show the Sparta emergency department to be the 

busiest of any rural hospital for 65 miles. 

Dr. Howard Schumaker has worked in the 

Emergency Department for the past 18 years.  In 

that time he has seen patient volumes increase to the 

point where, at times, the department becomes 

overcrowded.  ñOn a busy weekend, we may be 

forced to treat people in conference rooms, in 

hallways, or even in the ambulance garage,ò he said.  

ñWe need more space.ò  

The new Emergency Department will be four times the 

size of the existing facility, and services will be expanded 

to include Urgent Care after clinic hours.  Franciscan 

Skemp/Mayo Health System invested $4.65 million in 

the first phase of the project, which will create new clinic 

and laboratory facilities, as well as the shell space for the 

new Emergency Department.  That construction will be 

completed this summer. 

ñThis is an extension of a commitment that began when 

the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration opened St. 

Maryôs Hospital in 1905,ò says Kim Hawthorne, 

Administrator.  ñWe remain dedicated to providing quality 

healthcare to the people of Sparta and Monroe 

County.  Thatôs why weôve invested millions of dollars to 

meet the growing demand for services and to improve the 

way we deliver clinic-based services,ò she adds.  ñBut as a 

nonprofit organization, resources for capital 

improvements are limited.  We need help from our 

community partners and those we serve to complete the 

second phase of this project and open our new 

Emergency Department.ò 

 

The fund drive began quietly in 2009, according to 

Hawthorne.  ñOur employees, physicians and 

administrators were the first to be asked to help and they 

responded generously, donating more than $200,000.ò   

                                                   Continued inside é. 
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Greetings Fellow Spartans!! 

  

            Well, believe it or not here we are June 14th after But-

ter-fest weekend and Summer Vacation is in full swing!! 

With Memorial Day and Butter-fest behind us now we are 

now looking ahead and preparing for all the other activities of 

the summer such as Wed. Night Concerts in the park Series 

and this week weôll be featuring Maggie May & the Heart-

land Country band and then next week weôll be grooving to 

the beat of Greg Balfany & The LaCrosse Jazz Quintet!! So 

hopefully, weôll see everyone at Evans Boss-hard Park this 

Wed. and be sure to bring a friend or two and the Family out 

for a relaxing evening of Food, Music, and fun!! We are get-

ting bigger crowds than ever and are handling the challenges 

of parking and portable restrooms.         

     Then, on to the Fourth of July Festivities next Month and 

that usually seems to be the halfway mark of Summer and 

before you know ité.LABOR DAY!! Oops!! Letôs not let 

Summer get away from us that quickly as it seems it always 

does, but letôs savor every moment of friends and Families 

coming together and going on vacations and truly enjoying 

our beautiful community!! Trout Streams, Bike Trails, 

Poker Runs, Canoe trips, Lake fishing and much, much 

more!! Yes, we have all that right here in Sparta and that is 

why we can stay right here this summer and still find our fa-

vorite hobbies available and exciting! 

 

            Now with School out we need to be very mindful and 

careful around play and park areas, lakes, and pretty much 

any where you go there will be kids around so PLEASE 

watch out and keep them safe!! 

And as always, please remember to thank a soldier or veteran 

for the freedoms we still enjoy and make the most of these 

summer months!! 

 

So till next time, letôs remember Ohmôs Law # 6éLife is not 

measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that 

take our breath away!!-  Bob   

From The President: What About Bob?  
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         MEET THE BOARD 

Officers:  

President-  Bob Ohm 

 Mathews, Inc.                608-269-2728  

 President-Elect: Tom Eddy  

Westside Wine & Spirits   608-269-1404  

Treasurer: Louis Zanon 

Clifton Gunderson         608-269-2424 

Vice Presidents: 

Lynn  Biederman 

Biederman Jewelers       608-269-8131 

Jason Boris  

ŝ"Ŧ±̃ȡ ƕƶȉȺĊʞƶƶ|ȡ         ̣̝̥-269-6464 

Carol Ostrem 

State Bank                        608-269-2111 

DeAnn Perzel 

Shades Body Studio        608-269-8282 

Directors 

Todd Page 

All American Lumber      608-269-5028 

Dean Arcoraci 

 GD Aviation /Cash-4-You 608-963-3589 

William Hoffman      

 WCOW                               608-269-3307 

Tim Hutson        

 Walgreens                           608-269-4031 

JP Schaller    

MCP                                      608-269-3186 

Josh Koch             

Arndt, Buswell & Thorn       608-269-1200 

Ex-Officio:  

City of Sparta, DNR, Fort McCoy, Sparta School 

District, UW-Extension, WTC 
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Following that, several area businesses and organizations were contacted and another $500,000 was raised.  The 

Franciscan Skemp Foundation of Sparta has contributed $75,000 of the proceeds from recent yearsô annual dinners.  

Many community volunteers and board members have provided significant support as well.   

 

More than $1.1 million has been raised to date bringing the campaign to nearly 85% of goal.  The effort received a 

tremendous boost recently in the form of a $400,000 matching grant from the Franciscan Skemp Foundation 

of La Crosse.  Contributions will now double in value as the Foundation matches, dollar-for-dollar, each gift 

received until the campaign reaches its $1.6 million goal.    

Just $250,000 or 15%  of the total goal  is what is still needed. Every donation will be doubled ! Give $200 a 

year for  five years and you are actually giving a $2,000 donation with the matching grant! That $200 could 

save your life, your childôs life or your grandchildôs life.  

  

A nine minute video presentation about the project has been prepared, featuring Emergency Department physicians 

and staff, as well as community volunteers and medical personnel from Fort McCoy.  The video is available to inter-

ested individuals and groups and can be obtained by calling the hospital at 366-5225. 

 

Robert and Linda Hess, owners of Sparta Area Ambulance Service, are campaign volunteers.  Robert Hess said he 

was eager to help when he learned about the financial commitment Franciscan Skemp/Mayo Health System is mak-

ing to the project.  ñI think Mayoôs commitment to this shows that, yes, there is a need for rural hospitals and a 

need for those rural hospitals to upgrade and continually provide quality care,ò Hess says.  As an ambulance 

provider, heôs keenly aware of the need for a new emergency department at the Sparta hospital.  ñWeôve got a facil-

ity thatôs old.  Itôs been here almost as long as Iôve been around, and Iôm not driving a 60-year-old ambulance.  Iôm 

driving a new one thatôs state-of-the-art.ò   

 

Linda Hess adds that the new facility will be a valuable resource for everyone living in or traveling through Monroe 

County.  ñIt doesnôt matter where your primary care provider is, it doesnôt matter what your insurance is, in 

an emergency you need care as soon as possible, and the people who work in the emergency room can provide 

that.  With a bigger facility and new equipment they will be able to perform their jobs even better.ò  

 

Babette Rice notes it was a personal experience that motivated her to help lead the fund drive.  In January of 2009 

her husband, Zel, suffered a heart attack.  ñHis heart completely stopped.  If not for the doctors in the emergency 

room, he would be dead,ò she says.  ñIf we didnôt have this emergency room, so many people would be dead.  

Itôs essential.ò   

Contributors may support the campaign with outright gifts or pledges spanning up to five years.  All 

gifts to the campaign are tax-deductible, and recognition opportunities are available within the new 

facility.  Donations can be made to the Franciscan Skemp Foundation, 310 W. Main Street, Sparta 

WI  54656.  For more information call (608) 366-5225.  
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Fort McCoy Army Concert Tour kickoff event set for June 18 

 

Fort McCoy will host the Army Concert Tour at 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 7, starring ñSammy Hagar and the 

Wabosò and ñCreed.ò 

A one-day ticket kickoff event Friday, June 18, will offer tickets at just $30 each. After June 18 ticket 

prices increase to $40 each and to $45 each on the day of the show. 

Ticket kickoff sales will be from 10 a.m. ï 6 p.m. June 18 at MB Audio (Tomah) and the following Kwik Trip 

locations: Highway 16 (Onalaska), Highway 35/Oak Forest Drive (Onalaska), Rose Street (La Crosse), Black 

River Street (Sparta), Highway 82 Travel Center (Mauston) and West Grand Avenue (Wisconsin Rapids).  

Visa or MasterCard credit card ticket purchases also can be done online via the Fort McCoy Morale, Welfare 

and Recreation (MWR) Website, http://www.mccoymwr.com or by calling the Army Concert Hotline 877-864

-4969 from 8 a.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Tickets also are available from 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. June 18 at McCoyôs, building 1571, at Fort McCoy.  Fort 

McCoy Marketing Office representatives said the reaction to the concert line-up of rock ónô roll superstars has 

been very positive. Questions can be directed to the Fort McCoy Army Concert Hotline at 877-864-4969. 

Fort McCoy MWR events, activities now available on Facebook 

People who would like to keep up with Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) events now have 

another avenue ð the Fort McCoy MWR page on Facebook. 

Jobi Spolum, Fort McCoy Directorate of Family and MWR (DFMWR) Marketing Director, said the venture is 

the latest effort to keep people informed about Fort McCoy MWR activities.  ñItôs an interactive, two-way 

medium where we can post things that other people can access,ò Spolum said. ñWith Facebook, they have an 

easy way to ask us questions or send comments to us.ò  The Fort McCoy MWR Facebook entry is meant to 

complement the other sources of MWR information, which include a weekly MWR newsletter, a Web site at 

http://www.mccoymwr.com and a monthly advertisement page in The Real McCoy, Spolum said. 

To access the site, people will be required to go to Facebook and establish an account, Spolum said. They can 

search for the Fort McCoy MWR Facebook page. 

For more information about the service in the Fort McCoy community, call MWR at 608-388-7400. 

                                                                                                         -Theresa Fitzgerald, Public Affairs 

                     FROM FORT MCCOY  

Supporting our troops! The impact of those who work and serve at Fort McCoy is far reaching beyond 

the economic. Please be welcoming and  supportive of those serving our country in this very honorable 

way.  in the  Chamber Community we must work with additional consideration to make sure the wel-

come is strong and engaging. Consider offering a special incentive to those with a Fort McCoy ID, much 

like you do as an ibuyMoCo business.  If you have other ideas or creative possibilities to help unify  the 

Sparta community with the Fort McCoy community, please contact any Chamber  Board Director.  

We welcome your fabulous ideas!      Board of Directors, Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce                                                                                                

http://www.mccoymwr.com
http://www.mccoymwr.com
http://www.mccoy.army.mil/AboutFortMcCoy/documents/FMCHistHrtg.pdf
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Barb Brings to Mind 

On the 4th of July 1776 we claimed our independence from Britain and Democracy was born. Each day many 

people leave their homeland to come to the land of the free and the home of the brave so they can begin their 

American dream! Each year Americans celebrate that freedom and independence with barbecues, picnics and 

family gatherings. May we all remember what this day is about and donôt lets us forget the brave men and 

women that have fought and died so we can speak up when things are not as they should be. I get goose bumps 

every time I hear God Bless America. So enjoy the holiday, but donôt forget the oneôs that make this possible. 

On the 4th as a youngster we always celebrated by taking the boat out on a sandbar. There was always a large 

group. Sometimes it would take my dad 3-4 trips by boat to get everyone over there. It was always a fun day of 

swimming, waterskiing, bat-mitten, water volley ball and tons of good food. And plenty of good old- 

fashioned homemade lemonade. Late in the afternoon we would head back to the cottage for the fireworks 

which my dad and uncles would shoot off our boat dock. I sure donôt know how my folks managed to get all 

the fireworks but they seemed to go on forever. I can remember the dazzling display that they set off. I can 

remember the time my dad and my one uncle strung together some of what they use to call m-80ôs. Before 

they set it off they made all the kids go up on the porch to watch and see what would happen. They lit them, 

put a 5 gallon pail over them and ran and hid behind two trees. What a BANG!!!!!!! It was the loudest bang 

Iôve ever heard in my life at that time. The cottage shook and it blew the pail all the way across the Mississippi 

River and landed on an island. Not say what it did to the boat dock. My dad was down there the next day 

replacing a few of the boards. Everyone was talking about the big bang all summer long.  We always seemed 

to bring this episode up on the 4th and have had some good laughs about it. With this, remember to have a safe 

and sound 4th 

The flower baskets and the concerts are still in need of funds so if you could spare a little extra we sure would 

appreciate it. We have some really outstanding entertainment lined up for the next up and coming weeks and 

need everyoneôs support so we can continue to promote this. 

In one of my past entries I told about my tomato pot and the seeds that I started  from scratch. The seeds 

produced 12 tomato plants 6 grape tomato plants. Needless, my upsy-downsy  tomato  basket couldnôt hold all 

them so I planted the others in pots and in the garden. They are looking fantasticéédidnôt know I had a touch 

of a green thumb.  More to come on this through the growing season. So far they are beautifulé..and I hope 

they continue that way! 

Have a great holidayésee you at the concertséand remember to buy local! 

Barb Bendel-Sandvigen, Event Coordinator and Visitor Advisor 

                      BARB BRINGS TO MIND  



 

 

Some of the most simple, enjoyable benefits of being a Chamber Member are the networking opportunities!   

I ran across the following list in my archives and thought I would bring it out again.  The Sparta Chamber of 

Commerce constantly provides networking opportunities.  Our business and personal relationships are what help 

our businesses to thrive.  Please take a few minutes and read my ñTop Tenò: 

Keep in mind that networking is about being genuine and authentic, building trust and relationships, and 

seeing how you can help others. 

Ask yourself what your goals are in participating in networking meetings so that you will pick groups that 

will help you get what you are looking for. Some meetings are based more on learning, making contacts, 

and/or volunteering rather than on strictly making business connections. 

Visit as many groups as possible that spark your interest. Notice the tone and attitude of the group. Do the 

people sound supportive of one another? Does the leadership appear competent? Many groups will allow 

you to visit two times before joining. 

Hold volunteer positions in organizations. This is a great way to stay visible and give back to groups that 

have helped you. 

Ask open-ended questions in networking conversations. This means questions that ask who, what, where, 

when, and how as opposed to those that can be answered with a simple yes or no. This form of 

questioning opens up the discussion and shows listeners that you are interested in them. 

Become known as a powerful resource for others. When you are known as a strong resource, people 

remember to turn to you for suggestions, ideas, names of other people, etc. This keeps you visible to 

them. 

Have a clear understanding of what you do and why, for whom, and what makes your doing it special or 

different from others doing the same thing. In order to get referrals, you must first have a clear 

understanding of what you do that you can easily articulate to others. 

Be able to articulate what you are looking for and how others may help you. Too often people in 

conversations ask, "How may I help you?" and no immediate answer comes to mind. 

Follow through quickly and efficiently on referrals you are given. When people give you referrals, your 

actions are a reflection on them. Respect and honor that and your referrals will grow. 

Call those you meet who may benefit from what you do and vice versa. Express that you enjoyed meeting 

them, and ask if you could get together and share ideas. 

Strictly Business After 5 Events are a perfect way to network with both friends and Chamber Members.  Please 

be sure to join us for our next networking opportunities: 

June 23:  Franciscan Skemp Healthcare  &  July 28:  Night at the Monroe County Fair (Along with 

the Tomah Chamber)                                                  Hope to see you there!    Jaime Schultz 

Jaimeõs Wisdom! 10 Tips For Successful Networking 
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Please join us on August 4, 2010 at River Run Golf Course for the 

Annual Sparta Area Chamber Golf Outing. The support of the 

Chamberôs programs and community events  is a vital part of the 

growth of the Sparta Area.  

 

We have a great deal of work to do but coming together to enjoy a 

beautiful day, test the skills of focus and accuracy, enjoying a sizzling 

steak, wining prizes and money and making plans for our business 

future is a great benefit of Chamber Membership.    

     

Find the Registration flyer in this issue of the Newsletter or look for 

one that has been directly mailed to you!  

 

Early Bird Registration is July 2nd ïAll Early Bird Registrations 

will be entered  to win a $200 CASH Prize! Each person in the 

foursome package can enter!      

Chamber GOLF OUTING -AUGUST 4th  
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If you, like me, have no time to practice your swing...or just really do not have the pa-

tience, like me, we welcome you to take this chance to volunteer at the outing! It is so 

fun!!  Please Call the Chamber at 269-4123 to sign up to volunteerð Holly Grady 

THANK  YOU  TO COVERRA INSURANCE FOR SPONSORING THE HOLE IN 

ONE  AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!  



 

 

 

June 16:  Maggie May & The Heartland Country Band Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans 

Bosshard Park, Hwy 16 East, Sparta  

Concessions by Sparta Womenôs Group 

June 23:  SBA5 @ Franciscan Skemp Health Care 

June 23:  Greg Balfany Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans Bosshard Park, Hwy 16 East, 

Sparta    

Concessions by Past Fest Masters 

June 26: Past Festmasters Brat Sale Piggly Wiggly 10-2 

June 30:  Army Band Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans Bosshard Park, Hwy 16 East, Sparta 

Concessions by Brighter Tomorrows  

July 3: Past Festmasters Brat Sale Piggly Wiggly 10-2 

July 7:  Gary & the Ridgeland Dutchmen Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans Bosshard Park, 

Hwy 16 East, Sparta    

Concessions by Boy Scouts Troops 67 & 85 

July 14:  Pat Watters Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans Bosshard Park, Hwy 16 East, Sparta 

Concessions by Deke Slayton Bike & Space Museum 

July 17-18:  Reinhart R100 Archery Shoot, National Shoot @ Sparta Rod & Gun Club, 

www.spartarg.com 

July 21: Rusty Star Concert in the Park at 7pm, Evans Bosshard Park, Hwy 16 East, Sparta 

Concessions by the Saint Claire Health Mission  

July 23- 25: Market Sparta Crazy Daze ïShop Sparta 

July 24: Ambassador Brat Sale @ Piggly Wiggly  

               Please Contact us at 269-4123 with any Additions to the Calendar of Events! 

Calendar of Events !  
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http://www.spartarg.com


 

 

Strictly Business After 5  

Wednesday, June 23rd  

Enjoy the New Franciscan Skemp Clinic and visit with your 

fellow members !  

Bring a potential Member!  

Follow with the Great Jazz at the Concerts in the Park!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
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                   Concerts in the Park , Wednesdays, 7 pm Evans Bosshard Park !!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Concerts are free to attend but the bands and other costs are supported by your dona-

tions and the sponsorships!  

We appreciate your generosity!!!   

June 16, 2010       Maggie Mae & the Heartland Country Band  

June 23, 2010       Greg Belfany & the LaX Jazz Quintet  

June 30, 2010       484th Army Band  

July 7, 2010         Gary & Ridgeland Dutchmen  

July 14, 2010        Pat Watters Band  

July 21, 2010         Rusty Star  

July 28, 2010         3 Beers til Dubuque  

August 4, 2010     Grumpy Old Men  

August 11, 2010    Hans Meyer  

August 18, 2010    DeCapo  

 



 

 

 

 
We have another beautiful Summer of Flower Bas-

kets  in the Historic Downtown 

Area for 2010. Thanks to Sparta Floral  

& Greenhouse and the Solbergs for the at cost flow-

ers and donated labor to plant the planters. Thanks 

again to Mosser Lee for the  

Donated Moss in the Flower Baskets 

And to Mike Hayes for taking care to water the 

flowers so they grow beautifully through 

to October.   The tourists and local shoppers  

Exclaim about the flowers and while they may seem 

trivial to some in these tumultuous political times, 

for all of us, beauty is a privilege of our lives and we 

can honor that  privilege by showing pride for our 

community! 

We are still accepting donations to alleviate the costs, any amount is a blessing. 

If you would like to make a donation in memorial of a loved one, we will create  

Special signage for you. Memorial donations can be made in the amount of $100.00.   

Thank you to the following donors who have already given:    

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Historic Downtown Merchants have held several events to promote downtown, spent 

their own funds and offered time to generate proceeds for the Flowers and to bring vital-

ity to the Downtown!! Any business can join in these events. Current participants have 

included Ginnyôs Cupboard, The Greenery, The Beauty Mark, Biederman Jewelers, 

Arenz Shoes, Sparta Market and Pharmacy, Country Floral, H & R Block, The Quilt 

Corner and Logo Wear .  The next Event will be Crazee Daze-July 23-25th.  
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                                              FLOWER BASKETS  

Arlene Roberts  
Arndt, Buswell, Thorn 
Beiderman Jewelers 
Burr & Mary Nussdorfer 
Casey's General Store 
H & R Block  
Mike's TV 
Monroe Co. Title 

Osborne Goodman, Tripp 
Peter & Marlene Perkins 
Second Season 
Skip Frazee DDS 
Sparta Garden Club 
Sparta Rotary 
Sparta Tomah Broadcasting 
The Beautique 
Tilling Thyme Garden Club  
Union National Bank 


